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Gekopieerd uit de bestandscatalogus Early microscopes:


A hexagonal wooden base supports a substage mirror (incomplete) and the body of this microscope made of wood, brass, pasteboard covered with ray-skin and vellum. The microscope is stored in a wooden, pyramid-shaped box (49x21x20). In the back of the box a label is pasted which reads 'W.F. Leeuwarden 1764'. The optical tube is fitted with an eyepiece, covered with a sliding dust cap, field lens and an objective lens. This microscope has a circular stage. The spring stage screws into a device which is attached to a screw with which the whole construction may be moved up or down. The fastening for the stage forceps is fixed to this device too.

The accessories comprise: illumination lens, spring stage, 6 objectives (numbered I to VI, the numbers corresponding to the six positions indicated on the body tube), stage forceps, parts of a live-box (glass disc and brass ring), rectangular fish-plate, 4 card-board sliders, 16 bone sliders (8 numbered I to VIII), brass and glass wet cell, [2 bone caps, pasteboard box with talc discs, black disc, brass pin, 2 lieberkuhns, lens].

W.F. stands for Wytze Foppes, instrument maker in Leeuwarden. The University Museum of Groningen owns an almost identical microscope, stored in a case which bears the label ‘W: Foppes Leeuwarden fecit.’

The fish-plate has an unusual shape: it is a flat rectangular sheet fitted with eight vertical bars to fasten the strings that hold the specimen. Its overall shape is rather similar to the fish-plate made Gerrit Cramer (V07083), who worked in Groningen about the same time as Foppes worked in Leeuwarden. Both towns are located in the very north of the Low Countries.

Culpeper’s design was copied by many instrument makers in England and on the continent. Some makers made changes to the original shape of the tripod microscope. Notably the arrangement of the pillars supporting the collar was changed: many instrument makers replaced the two tiers of three pillars, placed alternately for three undivided supports, like in this microscope.

